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Sheila’s Shawls

This shawl is a gift to you in honor of Sheila Wellstone, activist and wife of Senator Paul Wellstone. Paul, Sheila, their adult daughter, two staff members and two pilots were killed tragically in a plane crash October 25, 2002, just a few days before the election in which Paul was running for his third term as a Minnesota senator. Sheila was a tireless crusader on domestic violence issues and cared deeply about women and children caught in abusive relationships. 

“Sheila’s Shawls” is a project sponsored by the Silent Witness National Initiative and its state and international affiliates.  Silent Witness makes red life-sized silhouettes of the women who were murdered in acts of domestic violence. Sheila and Paul were closely connected with Silent Witness, appearing with the Minnesota exhibit several times a year. They invited us to bring the Minnesota exhibit to Washington in 1993 to help pass the Violence Against Women Act.  Then in 1997 Paul acted as MC of our national March to End the Silence about Domestic Violence in Washington. We brought 1500 Silent Witness figures to Washington from all 50 states, representing the number of women who were murdered in one year in our country in acts of domestic violence. At the march we 

called for a healing of domestic violence and an end to domestic homicides by the year 2010. We are well on our way.

We hope that as you wear this shawl you will feel the comfort, love, healing and hope that we have knit into it. Wear it any way you like, draping it lightly over your shoulders or clinging to it during hard times. Wrap yourself in it or wear it like a scarf.  Say a prayer or just sit calmly as you wear it. Do whatever is comforting for you and helps you feel that others are there to walk with you.

People from all over the country are contributing these shawls. We include their names so you can feel a personal connection with them. The knitters deliberately knit love, comfort, hope and healing into the shawl.  Feel this as you receive it and if you should ever pass it on to someone else, let them know about the legacy of the shawl.

This shawl was lovingly knit for you by _______________________________

You may contact the Silent Witness Initiative at www.silentwitness.net or by email at info@silentwitness.net for more information or to tell us your story of receiving and using your shawl.

